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Best of India — Epic Indian Travel

LandofTemples&Tides—Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu is where devotion, dynasties and these a meet in one unforgettable journey. From Dravidian temple cities and UNESCO heritage sites to
French-colonial streets and sacred coast lines, every stop reveals a new layer of this living culture. Ancient, vibrant and deeply human, it is India at
its most spiritual and elemental.

Chennai & Mahabalipuram — Pondicherry & Thanjavur — Madurai, Rameshwaram &
Ancient Shores Colonial & Chola Splendour Kanyakumari — Sacred South
Explore Chennai’s colonial boulevards and Stroll Pondicherry’s French Quarter and Visit Madurai’'s Meenakshi Amman Temple,
Marina Beach, then discover Aurobindo Ashram before reaching cross to Rameshwaram, and end with
Mahabalipuram’s UNESCO rock-cut Thanjavur for Brihadeeswara Temple and sunrise at Kanyakumari where three seas
wonders and Shore Temple. Chola grandeur. meet.

Tour Route: 10 Nights / 11 Days - Chennai [2N] - Mahabalipuram [1N] - Pondicherry [1N] - Thanjavur [2N] - Madurai [2N] - Rameshwaram [1N]
- Kanyakumari [1N]

0 +91-8095730575 @ epicindiantravel@gmail.com www.epicindiantravel.com
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Tour Highlights

UNESCO & Dravidian Masterpieces

Mahabalipuram'sShore Temple& FiveRathas (UNESCO),
Brihadeeswara Temple Thanjavur (UNESCO), Meenakshi
Amman Temple Madurai & Ramanathaswamy Temple

Rameshwaram

Sacred Pilgrimages & Ashrams

Kapaleeswarar TempleChennai, Arunachaleeswarar Temple,
Aurobindo Ashram Pondicherry, Ramanathaswamy Jyotirlinga

&Kanyakumari DeviTemple

Living Culture & Cuisine

Bharatanatyam classicaldance,Tanjore painting workshops,
Chettinad cuisine, jasmine flower markets of Madurai &
Carnatic music heritage

Iconic Beaches & Coastlines

Marina Beach (world'slongest urbanbeach), Mahabalipuram
beach, Dhanushkodi beach at Rameshwaram & the tri-sea
confluence at Kanyakumari

Colonial & French Heritage

FortSt GeorgeChennai,San ThomeCathedral, Pondicherry
French Quarter, Raj Nivas & the charming Rue de la Paix
promenade

Legendary Journeys

Pamban BridgecrossingtoRameswaram island, sunrise at
Kanyakumari where Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal & Indian Ocean
converge & Auroville utopian township
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DAY 01

Arrive Chennal — Gateway to the Dravidian South

Chennai (formerly Madras) is the cultural capital of South India — a vibrant metro polis on the Coromandel Coast where ancient Dravidian temples stand
alongside colonial churches, and the world's longest urban beach stretchesfor13kilometres along the Bay of Bengal. As the cradle of Bharatanatyam
dance and Carnatic music, Chennai sets the perfect tone for a journey through Tamil Nadu's extraordinary heritage.

Arrival & Welcome Parthasarathy Temple

o ArriveatChennailnternational Airport; clear customs and « Visitoneof Chennai'soldest Vishnu temples, built by the Pallavas in
immigration formalities the 8th century

. Bewarmly greeted by your Epic Indian Travel representative with a « Admire the intricate carvings and the serene sanctum dedicated to
flower bouquet and name board Lord Krishna as Parthasarathy

Transfer to your hotel by private vehicle _ _
Marina Beach & Evening
« Assisted check-inat your hotel

« Eveningstrollalong MarinaBeach — the world's second longest

Kapaleeswarar Temple urban beach at 13 km
. Afternoon visittothe magnificent 7th-century Dravidian Shiva « Watch the golden sunset over the Bay of Bengal, lined with food stalls
temple in Mylapore and local life

o Marvel at the soaring 37-metre gopuram adorned with hundreds of . Welcome dinner at your hotel or a nearby restaurant

colourful stucco figures

Overnight Stay

. Explore the sacred tank and the vibrant temple bazaar surrounding
the complex o Overnightatyour hotel in Chennai

- % ( C’G\gg”g@/a - - B
= /l ‘ \‘ PR Rl NS
- \\\ ’ \\ ,” \\
~ 4 \



e 8586\9 )

DAY 02

Chennai — Fort St George, San Thome & Tirupati
Excursion

Today blends Chennai's colonial and sacred heritage—from the imposingram parts of India's first English fortress to the revered to mb of St Thomas the
Apostle—before an optional excursion to one of the world's most visited pilgrimagesites, the hill top shrine of Lord Venkateswara at Tirupati.

Morning — Fort St George & Colonial Chennai

. After breakfast, departfor aguidedtourof FortStGeorge (1644) —
India's first English fortress

. Explore the Fort Museum housing colonial artefacts, portraits,
weapons and the original flagstaff

Visit San Thome Cathedral — a neo-Gothic basilica built over the
tomb of St Thomas the Apostle
One of Christianity's most sacred sites in Asia, with a crypt museum

beneath thealtar

Midday — Government Museum

« Visitone of India'soldest museums, established in 1851

o Explore the remarkable collection of South Indian bronzes,
Amaravati sculptures and Pallava antiquities

« Browse the natural history and numismatics galleries

Afternoon — Tirupati Excursion (Optional)

. Optional drive toTirupati(approx.3 hours) tovisitthe Sri
Venkateswara Temple atop Tirumala Hills

. One of the world's most visited pilgrimage sites, receiving over
50,000 devotees daily

. Witness the grandeur of the hilltop shrine and the deeply moving
atmosphere of mass devotion

o Returnto Chennaiby evening
Evening & Overnight

« Dinnerat yourhotelor a local restaurant

« Overnight at your hotel in Chennai
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DAY 03

Chennai to Mahabalipuram — UNESCO Rock-Cut Wonders
on the Shore
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The drive south from Chennai along the East Coast Road is one of Tamil Nadu's most scenic — the Bay of Bengal shimmering to the left,casuar in a groves

lining the road, and the ancient port town of Mahabalipuram rising ahead. Once the maritime capital of the Pallava dynasty,Mahabalipuramisa
UNESCO World Heritage Site of extraordinary richness — a 7th and 8th-century open-air museum of rock-cut temples, monolithic rathas, sculpted
cave sanctuaries and the world's largest bas-relief, all carved directly from living granite boulders along the Coromandel Coast.

Morning — Departure & En Route

After breakfast,check outof your Chennai hotel

Drive south along the scenic East Coast Road (approx. 60 km - 1.5
hours)

En route, optional stop at Dakshina Chitra — a living heritage
museum showcasing traditional South Indian homes, crafts and
performing arts

ArriveMahabalipuramandcheckinto yourbeachresort

Afternoon — Shore Temple & Five Rathas

Visitthe Shore Temple— an 8th-century structural temple standing
at the water's edge, one of the oldest stone temples in South India
Explore the Five Rathas (Pancha Rathas) — five monolithic temple
chariots carved from single granite boulders, each in a different
Dravidian architectural style

Each ratha is named after a Pandava hero from the Mahabharata

Late Afternoon — Arjuna's Penance & Cave Temples

« Stand before Arjuna's Penance — the world'slargestopen-air bas-

relief, a 27-metre-wide granite canvas depicting scenes from the
Mahabharata and the descent of the Ganges

. Explore the rock-cut cave temples including Mahishasuramardini
Cave with its exquisite sculptural panels

Visit Krishna's Butter Ball — a giant natural granite boulder balanced
impossibly on a smooth slope

Evening at Leisure

« Strollalong Mahabalipuram beach at sunset
« Dinner at your resort or a local seafood restaurant

Overnight at your beach resort in Mahabalipuram
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DAY 04

e 8586\9 )

Mahabalipuram to Pondicherry — The French Riviera
of the East

The road from Mahabalipuram to Pondicherry hugs the Coromandel Coast through fishing villages and salt flats, arriving at one of India's most unique

destinations — a former French colonial enclave where bougainvillea-draped villas line cobble stone streets, the air carries the scent of incense and
espresso, and the spiritual legacy of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother draws seekers from across the world. Pondi cherry(Puducherry) is a town of
extraordinary contrasts — part ashram, part beach town, part living museum of French India.

Morning — Departure & Arrival

After breakfast,check out of yourMahabalipuram resort
Scenic coastal drive to Pondicherry (approx. 100 km - 2 hours)

En route, optional stop at the Crocodile Bank — a reptile
conservation centre housing over 2,500 crocodiles and rare gharials
Arrive Pondicherry and check in to your heritage hotel in the French
Quarter

Afternoon — Aurobindo Ashram & Auroville

Visit SriAurobindoAshram — aspiritualcommunity founded in 1926,

with a serene meditation hall and the samadhi of Sri Aurobindo and
the Mother

Drive to Auroville — the visionary international township founded in
1968, dedicated to human unity

Visit the Matrimandir — a stunning golden sphere at the heart of
Auroville, used for silent meditation

Evening — French Quarter Heritage Walk

Stroll throughtheFrenchQuarter's pastel-paintedstreets — Rue de

la Paix, Rue Suffren and the elegant Goubert Avenue promenade

Visit the French War Memorial and the iconic beachfront promenade
at sunset

Explore the vibrant cafés, boutiques and galleries of the White Town

Dinner at a French-Tamil fusion restaurant in the heritage quarter

Overnight Stay
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Overnightatyour heritage hotel in Pondicherry




DAY 05

Pondicherry to Thanjavur — Heart of the Chola Empire

The drive west from Pondicherry crosses thefertile Kaveririver delta — the rice bowl of Tamil Nadu — arriving at Thanjavur (Tanjore),the ancient capital
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of the great Chola dynasty.For over four centuries, the Cholas ruled from this city and raised some of themost magnificent temple architecture the world
has ever seen. Thanjavur is also the birthplace of Bharatanatyam dance, Carnatic music and the celebrated Tanjore painting tradition — a city where art,

devotion and royal ambition fused into an enduring civilisation.

Morning — Departure & En Route

After breakfast,check out ofyour Pondicherry hotel

Drive to Thanjavur via the scenic Kaveri delta (approx. 160 km - 3
hours)

En route, stop at Gangaikonda Cholapuram — the forgotten Chola
capital built by Rajendra Chola | in 1035 AD
Explore the magnificent Brihadeeswara Temple here — a near-twin of

the Thanjavur temple, set in serene rural surroundings

ArriveThanjavurand check intoyourhotel

Afternoon — Brihadeeswara Temple (UNESCO)

Visit the Brihadeeswara Temple — aUNESCOWorld Heritage Site
and the crowning achievement of Chola architecture

Built by Raja Raja Chola I in 1010 AD, the 66-metre vimana (tower) is
one of the tallest in India
Marvel at the massive Nandi monolith, the exquisite frescoes inside

the sanctum and the perfectly proportioned granite construction

The temple was built without mortar — a testament to the
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Late Afternoon — Thanjavur Palace & Saraswathi Mahal

« Visitthe ThanjavurMaratha Palace— a sprawlingroyalcomplexwith

a magnificent bell tower and art gallery

« Explore the Saraswathi Mahal Library — one of Asia's oldest libraries,
housing over 60,000 manuscripts in Tamil, Sanskrit, Telugu and
Marathi

« Browse the Royal Palace Museum's collection of Chola bronzes, stone

sculptures andTanjorepaintings

Evening — Tanjore Painting Workshop

« Visit a traditional Tanjorepaintingstudio — watch master craftsmen
apply gold foil and semi-precious stones to create these iconic

devotional artworks
« Opportunity to purchase authentic pieces directly from the artists

« Dinner at your hotel and overnight stay in Thanjavur




DAY 06
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Thanjavur Sightseeing — Chola Bronzes, Kumbakonam
Temples & Kaveri Delta

A full day to explore the extraordinary cultural landscape around Thanjavur—from the sacred temple town of Kumbakonam, whereover 180 temples crowd a
single town, to the ancient Chola bronze foundries still producing masterpieces using the lost-wax technique perfected at house and years ago. The Kaveri delta

that surrounds Thanjavur is oneofthemostdenselytemple-studdedlandscapesonearth—everyvillagehasitsownancientshrine,andtheairisthick with the scent of
camphor and jasmine.

Morning — Kumbakonam Temple Town

After breakfast,drivetoKumbakonam (approx.40 km - 1 hour)

Visit the Adi Kumbeswarar Temple — a magnificent Shiva temple with a
towering 9-storey gopuram and sacred tank

Explore the Sarangapani Temple — one of the 108 Divya Desams (sacred
Vishnu shrines), with a remarkable chariot-shaped gopuram

Visit the Mahamaham Tank — a sacred bathing tank where a grand
festival is held every 12 years, drawing millions of pilgrims

Browse thefamous Kumbakonamsilk weaving workshops — thetownis
renowned for itsfine silk sarees

Midday — Darasuram & Airavatesvara Temple (UNESCO)

Visitthe AiravatesvaraTemple at Darasuram —a UNESCOWorld
Heritage Site built by Rajaraja Chola Il in the 12th century

A jewel of Chola architecture, the temple features a remarkable stone
chariot and exquisite miniature sculptures

Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant in Kumbakonam

=TS

Afternoon — Chola Bronze Foundry

Return toThanjavurand visitatraditionalbronze casting workshop

Watch artisans practise the ancient Panchaloha (five-metal alloy) lost-
wax casting technique, unchanged since the Chola period

See the creation of iconic Nataraja (Dancing Shiva) bronzes — among the
most celebrated sculptures in world art history

Opportunityto purchase authentic bronzes directly from the foundry

Evening — Thanjavur at Leisure

Visitthe SchwartzChurch — an 18th-century church built by the
Maratha king Serfoji Il in honour of a Danish missionary

Evening walk through the old town market — fragrant with jasmine
garlands, fresh produce and temple offerings

Dinner at your hotel in Thanjavur
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DAY 07
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Thanjavur to Madurai — City of the Eternal Temple

Morning — Departure from Thanjavur

After breakfast,check out of yourThanjavurhotel

Drive south-west to Madurai (approx. 170 km - 3.5 hours)

En route, optional stop at the Rockfort Temple in Trichy — a dramatic
7th-century Pallava temple perched atop an 83-metre granite rock

Visit the Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple at Srirangam — the largest
functioning Hindu temple in the world, covering 156 acres with 21
gopurams

ArriveMaduraiandcheck in to yourhotel

Afternoon — Meenakshi Amman Temple

Visitthe legendary MeenakshiAmmanTemple —one of the greatest
temples in India and a masterpiece of Dravidian architecture
Marvel at the 14 towering gopurams, the tallest rising to 52 metres
and covered in over 33,000 painted stucco sculptures

Explore the Hall of a Thousand Pillars — each pillar carved with a
different figure, producing musical notes when tapped

Witness the evening Alankaram (adornment) ceremony — a deeply

moving ritual of devotion
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The drive south-west from Thanjavur to Madurai crosses the heart land of Tamil Nadu—a landscape of paddy fields, banana groves and roadside shrines

— arriving at one of India's oldest continuously inhabited cities. Madurai has been acentre of Tamil culture, scholarship and devotion for over 2,500
years. At its heart stands the Meenakshi Amman Temple — a living,breathingcitywithinacity,where33,000sculpturesadorn14soaring gopurams and
over 15,000 devotees pass through its gates every single day.

Evening — Thirumalai Nayakkar Palace

Visitthe Thirumalai NayakkarPalace— a 17th-century Indo-

Saracenic palace with a magnificent 15-metre-high audience hall

Explore the ornate stucco work, massive pillars and the atmospheric

courtyard of this royal masterpiece
Watch the Sound & Light Show at the palace — a dramatic narration

ofMadurai's history

Madurai by Night

Experience the magical atmosphere of Madurai's old city at night —

the temple gopurams illuminated against the sky

Stroll through the flower market near the temple — Madurai is
famous for its jasmine (Madurai Malli), sold by the kilogram

Dinner at a traditional Madurai restaurant — try the famous Madurai
Kari Dosa and Jigarthanda

Overnight at your hotel in Madurai
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Madural Sightseeing — Gandhi Museum, Vaigai &

Chettinad Flavours

A full day in Madurai — one of the world's oldest living cities and the cultural capital of Tamil Nadu. Beyond the great temple, Madurai rewards the
curious traveller with a Gandhi Museum of rare historical depth, the ancient Vaigai river front, vibrant textile market sand the extraordinary cuisine

of the Chettinad region — a bold, aromatic cooking tradition that is among the most complexin all of India.

Morning — Gandhi Museum & Vaigai River

« After breakfast,visit theGandhi Museum— housedin the Tamukkam
Palace where Gandhi stayed in 1946

« One of India's finest Gandhi museums, with a remarkable collection
of photographs, documents and the blood-stained dhoti worn at his
assassination

. Walk along the Vaigai River — the ancient river that has flowed
through Madurai's history for millennia

Visit the Kazimar Big Mosque — a 14th-century mosque reflecting

Madurai'srichmulti-faith heritage
Midday — Meenakshi Temple Morning Rituals

¢ Return to theMeenakshi AmmanTemple forthe morningpuja
(worship ceremony) — a profoundly atmospheric experience

« Explore the temple's inner sanctums, the golden lotus tank and the

museum of temple art

. Enjoy a traditional Madurai lunch — banana leaf meal with rice,

sambar, rasam and an array of chutneys and curries

=TS

Afternoon — Textile Markets & Silk Weaving

ExploreMadurai'sfamous textilebazaars—thecity isone of South
India's premier centres for silk sarees, cotton fabrics and traditional
dress

Visit a silk weaving workshop to see the intricate process of creating
Kanjivaram and Madurai cotton sarees

Browse the aromatic spice market near the temple — cardamom, star

anise,kalpasiandChettinadspice blends

Evening — Alagar Kovil Excursion

Drive toAlagar Kovil (approx. 20 km) — abeautiful Vishnu temple set
in the forested Alagar Hills

The scenic drive through the hills is as rewarding as the temple itself

Return to Madurai for dinner — try the legendary Madurai Mutton
Biryani or a Chettinad feast

Overnight at your hotel in Madurai
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DAY 09
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Madurai to Rameshwaram — Sacred Island at the Edge of
India

The drive from Madurai to Rameshwaram is one of the most evocativeinall of India — crossing the legendaryPambanBridge,aZ2-kilometrerail and road

cause way that spans the Palk Strait to reach the sacred island of Rameshwaram. This is one of the holiest pilgrimages ite sin Hinduism—the place where Lord
Rama is said to have built his bridge to Lanka, and where the Ramanathaswam Temple houses one of the twelve Jyotirlingas of Lord Shiva. The island is surrounded

by the turquoise waters of the Indian Ocean, and the air carries the salt of three seas.

Morning — Departure from Madurai

After breakfast, checkoutofyour Madurai hotel
Drive to Rameshwaram (approx. 170 km - 3.5 hours)

Cross the iconic Pamban Bridge — India's first sea bridge, opened in
1914, stretching 2 km across the Palk Strait

The crossing offers breathtaking views of the turquoise sea on both sides
— one of India's most dramatic road journeys

Arrive Rameshwaram andcheck in to your hotel

Afternoon — Ramanathaswamy Temple

Visit theRamanathaswamy Temple —one of theholiest shrines in India and
home to one of the twelve Jyotirlingas

The temple's magnificent corridors are the longest in any Hindu temple in
the world — stretching 1,220 metres

Participate in the ritual of bathing in the 22 sacred theerthams (wells)
within the temple complex — each believed to wash away sins

Marvel at the exquisite granite pillars, each carved with intricate figures,

lining the vast corridor

-—-—
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Late Afternoon — Dhanushkodi & Adam's Bridge

Drive to Dhanushkodi — theghosttownat the island's tip,destroyed by a
cyclone in 1964

Stand at the very edge of India where the Bay of Bengal meets the Indian

Ocean — a hauntingly beautiful landscape of white sand and turquoise
water

View Adam's Bridge (Ram Setu) — the chain of limestone shoals

stretching towards Sri Lanka, believed to be the bridge built by Lord
Rama

VisitAgnitheertham — the sacred beach where pilgrims take a ritual dip
at the sea's edge

Evening & Overnight

Return toRameshwaram town for dinner

Experience the evening aarti at the Ramanathaswamy Temple — a deeply
moving ceremony of light and devotion

Overnight at your hotel in Rameshwaram
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DAY 10

Rameshwaram to Kanyakumari — Land's End & the Tri-
Sea Confluence

The southern most drive in India takes you from the sacred island of Rameshwaram to Kanyakumari—the very tip of the Indian sub continent, where the
Arabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean converge in a swirling confluence of colour and current .Kanyakumari is a place of extraordinary
spiritual power — the site of the Devi Kanyakumari Temple, the Vivekananda Rock Memorial and the towering Thiruvalluvar Statue—and the only place
in India where you can watch both the sunrise and the sunset over the sea.

Morning — Departure from Rameshwaram Evening — Sunset at the Tri-Sea Confluence

« After breakfast,check outofyourRameshwaramhotel « Walk to the southernmost tipoflndia — stand where three seas meet

. Drive south along the coast to Kanyakumari (approx. 170 km - 3.5 and feel the extraordinary energy of this sacred confluence

hours) . Watch the legendary Kanyakumari sunset — the sky turns shades of

. Enroute, pass through the scenic coastal town of Tiruchendur — gold, orange and crimson as the sun dips into the Arabian Sea

home to the famous Subramania Swamy Temple, one of the six . Visit the Gandhi Memorial — built at the spot where Mahatma
abodes of Lord Murugan Gandhi's ashes were kept before immersion, designed so that

« Arrive Kanyakumari andcheckin toyour hotelwith sea views sunlight fallson the exact spot on his birthday (October 2nd)

Afternoon — Vivekananda Rock & Thiruvalluvar Statue Overnight Stay
« Takea shortferrytoVivekanandaRock Memorial—built onthe rock » Dinnerat yourhotel overlooking the sea
where Swami Vivekananda meditated in 1892 before his historic o Overnight at your hotel in Kanyakumari

address at the Parliament of World Religions in Chicago

. Visit the Thiruvalluvar Statue — a 133-foot stone statue of the Tamil
poet-saint Thiruvalluvar, standing on an adjacent rock in the sea
Return by ferry and visit the Kanyakumari Devi Temple — dedicated

to the virgin goddess Kanyakumari, an incarnation of Parvati

- - ~
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DAY 11

Depart — Farewell, Land of Temples & Tides

Kanyakumari = Chennai International Airport - Approx. 700 km - Fly or Drive

As your Tamil Nadu journey draws to a close, you'll wake to one final morning at the southern most tip of India — perhaps catching the legendary
Kanyakumari sunrise, where the first light of dawn touches the confluence of three seas in a blaze of gold and rose. It is a fitting farewell to a land that
has stirred the soul at every turn — from the soaring gopurams of Madurai to the sacred corridors of Rameshwaram, from the Chola grandeur of
Thanjavur to the French elegance of Pondicherry. Tamil Nadu does not let go easily.

Morning — Kanyakumari Sunrise Your Tamil Nadu Journey — A Reflection
Rise early for the legendary Kanyakumari sunrise — one of the most 11 days - 10 nights across the length and breadth of Tamil Nadu
celebrated in India 2 UNESCO World Heritage Sites visited — Mahabalipuram &
Watch the sun emerge from the Bay of Bengal, casting its first light Brihadeeswara Temple
across the tri-sea confluence Ancient Pallava, Chola and Nayak dynasties brought to life

A final visit to the Kanyakumari Devi Temple for morning prayers — a o crediD o (o PR et/ am, Madurai and Kanyakumari

deeply moving farewell to God's Own South

Enjoy a leisurely breakfast.atyoTP o French colonial heritage in Pondicherry, Chola bronzes in Thanjavur

The world's longest temple corridor, the world's largest bas-relief and
the world's most visited pilgrimage site

Departure
Check out of your hotel after breakfast Until We Meet Again
Transfer to the nearest airport (Trivandrum or Madurai) for your Thank you for travelling with Epic Indian Travel

onward flight, or drive to Chennai for a late departure . . .
& P We hope Tamil Nadu has left its mark on your heart — as it has
Your Epic Indian Travel representative will assist with all departure

.. on every traveller who has walked its ancient paths
formalities
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Why Choose Epic Indian Travel?

EpicIndian Travel isIndia'spremierDestinationManagementCompany,recognizedasthe Best Bespoke Tour Operator. We specialize in crafting deeply personal journeys — from intimate leisure escapes
tolargegroup adventuresandhigh-impactincentiveprograms.Everyitineraryisbuiltfrom scratch, shaped by your interests, pace and passion for discovery. Our Land of Temples & Tides package is a
testament to our commitmenttoauthentic,immersiveandresponsibletravelexperiences.

w 17

Masters of Travel 100% Customised
Seasoned travel professionals crafting leisure, group and incentive holidays with exuberating Every journey tailored to your preferences, from first query to final farewell. Bespoke
confidence and hands-on experience. itineraries for every type of traveller.

@ O

Global Network 24x7 Support
Headquartered in Delhi NCR with over 100 offices across the Indian subcontinent; accredited Round-the-clock assistance before, during and after your trip — so you focus on experiencing
by national and international trade and tourism bodies. Tamil Nadu's wonders, not worrying about logistics.

Book Your Tamil Nadu Holiday with Epic Indian Travel

Getting started is simple — just follow these steps and we'll handle everything else.

01 02 03

Send Us an Email Receive Your Itinerary Customise to Your Needs
Review and let us know any changes — we'll refine it

Write to epicindantravel@gmail.com with your details: number We'll put together a personalised itinerary tailored to your e

of participants and preferred travel dates. interests and travel style.

04 05 06

We Share the Costs Confirm and We Book Advance Deposit

Once finalised, we'll send you a detailed cost breakdown. On your approval, we arrange all hotel bookings and After hotel confirmation, 50% advance deposit of land
ground arrangements. costs required, plus 100% of flight costs.

07

Balance Payment
Remaining 50% of land costs payable 65 days prior to your holiday.

‘ L = 6\9%3@/0 M X B
- 4 \ .-
e RN ’ \ -
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	Arrive Chennai — Gateway to the Dravidian South
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	ArriveatChennaiInternational Airport; clear customs and immigration formalities Be warmly greeted by your Epic Indian Travel representative with a  flower bouquet and name board Transfer to your hotel by private vehicle
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	urban beach at 13 km Watch the golden sunset over the Bay of Bengal, lined with food stalls  and local life Welcome dinner at your hotel or a nearby restaurant
	Afternoon visittothe magnificent 7th-century Dravidian Shiva
	temple in Mylapore Marvel at the soaring 37-metre gopuram adorned with hundreds of  colourful stucco figures Explore the sacred tank and the vibrant temple bazaar surrounding  the complex
	Returnto Chennaiby evening

	Evening & Overnight
	Dinnerat yourhotelor a local restaurant
	Overnight at your hotel in Chennai


	Chennai — Fort St George, San Thome & Tirupati Excursion
	Today blends Chennai's colonial and sacred heritage—from the imposingram parts of India's first English fortress to the revered to mb of St Thomas the
	Apostle—before an optional excursion to one of the world's most visited pilgrimagesites, the hill top shrine of Lord Venkateswara at Tirupati.
	Morning — Fort St George & Colonial Chennai
	Afternoon — Tirupati Excursion (Optional)
	After breakfast, departfor aguidedtourof FortStGeorge (1644) — India's first English fortress Explore the Fort Museum housing colonial artefacts, portraits,  weapons and the original flagstaff Visit San Thome Cathedral — a neo-Gothic basilica built over the  tomb of St Thomas the Apostle One of Christianity's most sacred sites in Asia, with a crypt museum
	Optional drive toTirupati(approx.3 hours) tovisitthe Sri
	Venkateswara Temple atop Tirumala Hills One of the world's most visited pilgrimage sites, receiving over  50,000 devotees daily Witness the grandeur of the hilltop shrine and the deeply moving  atmosphere of mass devotion
	beneath thealtar

	Midday — Government Museum
	Visitone of India'soldest museums, established in 1851
	Explore the remarkable collection of South Indian bronzes, Amaravati sculptures and Pallava antiquities Browse the natural history and numismatics galleries

	Evening at Leisure

	Chennai to Mahabalipuram — UNESCO Rock-Cut Wonders on the Shore
	The drive south from Chennai along the East Coast Road is one of Tamil Nadu's most scenic — the Bay of Bengal shimmering to the left,casuar in a groves
	lining the road, and the ancient port town of Mahabalipuram rising ahead. Once the maritime capital of the Pallava dynasty,Mahabalipuramisa UNESCO World Heritage Site of extraordinary richness — a 7th and 8th-century open-air museum of rock-cut temples, monolithic rathas, sculpted cave sanctuaries and the world's largest bas-relief, all carved directly from living granite boulders along the Coromandel Coast.
	Morning — Departure & En Route
	Late Afternoon — Arjuna's Penance & Cave Temples
	After breakfast,check outof your Chennai hotel
	Stand before Arjuna's Penance — the world'slargestopen-air bas-
	relief, a 27-metre-wide granite canvas depicting scenes from the Mahabharata and the descent of the Ganges Explore the rock-cut cave temples including Mahishasuramardini  Cave with its exquisite sculptural panels Visit Krishna's Butter Ball — a giant natural granite boulder balanced  impossibly on a smooth slope
	Drive south along the scenic East Coast Road (approx. 60 km · 1.5 hours) En route, optional stop at Dakshina Chitra — a living heritage  museum showcasing traditional South Indian homes, crafts and  performing arts
	ArriveMahabalipuramandcheckinto yourbeachresort

	Afternoon — Shore Temple & Five Rathas
	Strollalong Mahabalipuram beach at sunset
	Visitthe Shore Temple— an 8th-century structural temple standing at the water's edge, one of the oldest stone temples in South India Explore the Five Rathas (Pancha Rathas) — five monolithic temple  chariots carved from single granite boulders, each in a different  Dravidian architectural style Each ratha is named after a Pandava hero from the Mahabharata
	Dinner at your resort or a local seafood restaurant Overnight at your beach resort in Mahabalipuram

	Overnight Stay

	Mahabalipuram to Pondicherry — The French Riviera of the East
	The road from Mahabalipuram to Pondicherry hugs the Coromandel Coast through fishing villages and salt flats, arriving at one of India's most unique
	destinations — a former French colonial enclave where bougainvillea-draped villas line cobble stone streets, the air carries the scent of incense and espresso, and the spiritual legacy of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother draws seekers from across the world. Pondi cherry(Puducherry) is a town of extraordinary contrasts — part ashram, part beach town, part living museum of French India.
	Morning — Departure & Arrival
	Evening — French Quarter Heritage Walk
	After breakfast,check out of yourMahabalipuram resort
	Stroll throughtheFrenchQuarter's pastel-paintedstreets — Rue de
	la Paix, Rue Suffren and the elegant Goubert Avenue promenade Visit the French War Memorial and the iconic beachfront promenade  at sunset Explore the vibrant cafés, boutiques and galleries of the White Town Dinner at a French-Tamil fusion restaurant in the heritage quarter
	Scenic coastal drive to Pondicherry (approx. 100 km · 2 hours) En route, optional stop at the Crocodile Bank — a reptile  conservation centre housing over 2,500 crocodiles and rare gharials Arrive Pondicherry and check in to your heritage hotel in the French  Quarter

	Afternoon — Aurobindo Ashram & Auroville
	Visit SriAurobindoAshram — aspiritualcommunity founded in 1926,
	Overnightatyour heritage hotel in Pondicherry
	with a serene meditation hall and the samadhi of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother Drive to Auroville — the visionary international township founded in  1968, dedicated to human unity Visit the Matrimandir — a stunning golden sphere at the heart of  Auroville, used for silent meditation
	sculptures andTanjorepaintings


	Pondicherry to Thanjavur — Heart of the Chola Empire
	The drive west from Pondicherry crosses thefertile Kaveririver delta — the rice bowl of Tamil Nadu — arriving at Thanjavur (Tanjore),the ancient capital
	of the great Chola dynasty.For over four centuries, the Cholas ruled from this city and raised some of themost magnificent temple architecture the world has ever seen. Thanjavur is also the birthplace of Bharatanatyam dance, Carnatic music and the celebrated Tanjore painting tradition — a city where art, devotion and royal ambition fused into an enduring civilisation.
	Morning — Departure & En Route
	Late Afternoon — Thanjavur Palace & Saraswathi Mahal
	After breakfast,check out ofyour Pondicherry hotel
	Visitthe ThanjavurMaratha Palace— a sprawlingroyalcomplexwith
	a magnificent bell tower and art gallery Explore the Saraswathi Mahal Library — one of Asia's oldest libraries,  housing over 60,000 manuscripts in Tamil, Sanskrit, Telugu and  Marathi Browse the Royal Palace Museum's collection of Chola bronzes, stone
	Drive to Thanjavur via the scenic Kaveri delta (approx. 160 km · 3 hours) En route, stop at Gangaikonda Cholapuram — the forgotten Chola  capital built by Rajendra Chola I in 1035 AD Explore the magnificent Brihadeeswara Temple here — a near-twin of  the Thanjavur temple, set in serene rural surroundings
	ArriveThanjavurand check intoyourhotel

	Evening — Tanjore Painting Workshop
	Afternoon — Brihadeeswara Temple (UNESCO)
	Visit a traditional Tanjorepaintingstudio — watch master craftsmen
	apply gold foil and semi-precious stones to create these iconic devotional artworks Opportunity to purchase authentic pieces directly from the artists Dinner at your hotel and overnight stay in Thanjavur
	Visit the Brihadeeswara Temple — aUNESCOWorld Heritage Site
	and the crowning achievement of Chola architecture Built by Raja Raja Chola I in 1010 AD, the 66-metre vimana (tower) is  one of the tallest in India Marvel at the massive Nandi monolith, the exquisite frescoes inside  the sanctum and the perfectly proportioned granite construction The temple was built without mortar — a testament to the  extraordinary engineering of the Chola craftsmen

	Afternoon — Chola Bronze Foundry
	Evening — Thanjavur at Leisure

	Thanjavur Sightseeing — Chola Bronzes, Kumbakonam Temples & Kaveri Delta
	A full day to explore the extraordinary cultural landscape around Thanjavur—from the sacred temple town of Kumbakonam, whereover 180 temples crowd a
	single town, to the ancient Chola bronze foundries still producing masterpieces using the lost-wax technique perfected at house and years ago. The Kaveri delta  that surrounds Thanjavur is oneofthemostdenselytemple-studdedlandscapesonearth—everyvillagehasitsownancientshrine,andtheairisthick with the scent of camphor and jasmine.
	Morning — Kumbakonam Temple Town
	After breakfast,drivetoKumbakonam (approx.40 km · 1 hour) Visit the Adi Kumbeswarar Temple — a magnificent Shiva temple with a  towering 9-storey gopuram and sacred tank Explore the Sarangapani Temple — one of the 108 Divya Desams (sacred  Vishnu shrines), with a remarkable chariot-shaped gopuram Visit the Mahamaham Tank — a sacred bathing tank where a grand  festival is held every 12 years, drawing millions of pilgrims
	Return toThanjavurand visitatraditionalbronze casting workshop
	Watch artisans practise the ancient Panchaloha (five-metal alloy) lost- wax casting technique, unchanged since the Chola period See the creation of iconic Nataraja (Dancing Shiva) bronzes — among the  most celebrated sculptures in world art history
	Opportunityto purchase authentic bronzes directly from the foundry
	Browse thefamous Kumbakonamsilk weaving workshops — thetownis
	renowned for itsfine silk sarees
	Visitthe SchwartzChurch — an 18th-century church built by the
	Maratha king Serfoji II in honour of a Danish missionary Evening walk through the old town market — fragrant with jasmine  garlands, fresh produce and temple offerings Dinner at your hotel in Thanjavur

	Midday — Darasuram & Airavatesvara Temple (UNESCO)
	Visitthe AiravatesvaraTemple at Darasuram —a UNESCOWorld
	Heritage Site built by Rajaraja Chola II in the 12th century A jewel of Chola architecture, the temple features a remarkable stone  chariot and exquisite miniature sculptures Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant in Kumbakonam
	ofMadurai's history

	Madurai by Night

	Thanjavur to Madurai — City of the Eternal Temple
	The drive south-west from Thanjavur to Madurai crosses the heart land of Tamil Nadu—a landscape of paddy fields, banana groves and roadside shrines
	— arriving at one of India's oldest continuously inhabited cities. Madurai has been acentre of Tamil culture, scholarship and devotion for over 2,500  years. At its heart stands the Meenakshi Amman Temple — a living,breathingcitywithinacity,where33,000sculpturesadorn14soaring gopurams and over 15,000 devotees pass through its gates every single day.
	Morning — Departure from Thanjavur
	Evening — Thirumalai Nayakkar Palace
	After breakfast,check out of yourThanjavurhotel
	Visitthe Thirumalai NayakkarPalace— a 17th-century Indo-
	Saracenic palace with a magnificent 15-metre-high audience hall Explore the ornate stucco work, massive pillars and the atmospheric  courtyard of this royal masterpiece Watch the Sound & Light Show at the palace — a dramatic narration
	Drive south-west to Madurai (approx. 170 km · 3.5 hours) En route, optional stop at the Rockfort Temple in Trichy — a dramatic  7th-century Pallava temple perched atop an 83-metre granite rock Visit the Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple at Srirangam — the largest  functioning Hindu temple in the world, covering 156 acres with 21  gopurams
	ArriveMaduraiandcheck in to yourhotel
	Experience the magical atmosphere of Madurai's old city at night — the temple gopurams illuminated against the sky Stroll through the flower market near the temple — Madurai is  famous for its jasmine (Madurai Malli), sold by the kilogram Dinner at a traditional Madurai restaurant — try the famous Madurai  Kari Dosa and Jigarthanda Overnight at your hotel in Madurai

	Afternoon — Meenakshi Amman Temple
	Visitthe legendary MeenakshiAmmanTemple —one of the greatest
	temples in India and a masterpiece of Dravidian architecture Marvel at the 14 towering gopurams, the tallest rising to 52 metres  and covered in over 33,000 painted stucco sculptures Explore the Hall of a Thousand Pillars — each pillar carved with a  different figure, producing musical notes when tapped Witness the evening Alankaram (adornment) ceremony — a deeply  moving ritual of devotion
	anise,kalpasiandChettinadspice blends

	Evening — Alagar Kovil Excursion

	Madurai Sightseeing — Gandhi Museum, Vaigai & Chettinad Flavours
	A full day in Madurai — one of the world's oldest living cities and the cultural capital of Tamil Nadu. Beyond the great temple, Madurai rewards the
	curious traveller with a Gandhi Museum of rare historical depth, the ancient Vaigai river front, vibrant textile market sand the extraordinary cuisine of the Chettinad region — a bold, aromatic cooking tradition that is among the most complexin all of India.
	Morning — Gandhi Museum & Vaigai River
	Afternoon — Textile Markets & Silk Weaving
	After breakfast,visit theGandhi Museum— housedin the Tamukkam Palace where Gandhi stayed in 1946 One of India's finest Gandhi museums, with a remarkable collection  of photographs, documents and the blood-stained dhoti worn at his  assassination Walk along the Vaigai River — the ancient river that has flowed through Madurai's history for millennia Visit the Kazimar Big Mosque — a 14th-century mosque reflecting
	ExploreMadurai'sfamous textilebazaars—thecity isone of South
	India's premier centres for silk sarees, cotton fabrics and traditional dress Visit a silk weaving workshop to see the intricate process of creating  Kanjivaram and Madurai cotton sarees Browse the aromatic spice market near the temple — cardamom, star
	Madurai'srichmulti-faith heritage
	Drive toAlagar Kovil (approx. 20 km) — abeautiful Vishnu temple set

	Midday — Meenakshi Temple Morning Rituals
	in the forested Alagar Hills The scenic drive through the hills is as rewarding as the temple itself Return to Madurai for dinner — try the legendary Madurai Mutton  Biryani or a Chettinad feast Overnight at your hotel in Madurai
	Return to theMeenakshi AmmanTemple forthe morningpuja
	(worship ceremony) — a profoundly atmospheric experience Explore the temple's inner sanctums, the golden lotus tank and the  museum of temple art Enjoy a traditional Madurai lunch — banana leaf meal with rice,  sambar, rasam and an array of chutneys and curries

	at the sea's edge

	Evening & Overnight
	Return toRameshwaram town for dinner
	Madurai to Rameshwaram — Sacred Island at the Edge of India The drive from Madurai to Rameshwaram is one of the most evocativeinall of India — crossing the legendaryPambanBridge,a2-kilometrerail and road
	cause way that spans the Palk Strait to reach the sacred island of Rameshwaram. This is one of the holiest pilgrimages ite sin Hinduism—the place where Lord Rama is said to have built his bridge to Lanka, and where the Ramanathaswam Temple houses one of the twelve Jyotirlingas of Lord Shiva. The island is surrounded by the turquoise waters of the Indian Ocean, and the air carries the salt of three seas.

	Morning — Departure from Madurai
	Late Afternoon — Dhanushkodi & Adam's Bridge
	After breakfast, checkoutofyour Madurai hotel
	Drive to Dhanushkodi — theghosttownat the island's tip,destroyed by a cyclone in 1964 Stand at the very edge of India where the Bay of Bengal meets the Indian  Ocean — a hauntingly beautiful landscape of white sand and turquoise  water View Adam's Bridge (Ram Setu) — the chain of limestone shoals  stretching towards Sri Lanka, believed to be the bridge built by Lord  Rama
	Drive to Rameshwaram (approx. 170 km · 3.5 hours) Cross the iconic Pamban Bridge — India's first sea bridge, opened in  1914, stretching 2 km across the Palk Strait The crossing offers breathtaking views of the turquoise sea on both sides  — one of India's most dramatic road journeys
	Arrive Rameshwaram andcheck in to your hotel

	Afternoon — Ramanathaswamy Temple
	VisitAgnitheertham — the sacred beach where pilgrims take a ritual dip
	Visit theRamanathaswamy Temple —one of theholiest shrines in India and home to one of the twelve Jyotirlingas The temple's magnificent corridors are the longest in any Hindu temple in  the world — stretching 1,220 metres Participate in the ritual of bathing in the 22 sacred theerthams (wells)  within the temple complex — each believed to wash away sins Marvel at the exquisite granite pillars, each carved with intricate figures,  lining the vast corridors
	Experience the evening aarti at the Ramanathaswamy Temple — a deeply moving ceremony of light and devotion Overnight at your hotel in Rameshwaram
	Overnight Stay
	Dinnerat yourhotel overlooking the sea
	Overnight at your hotel in Kanyakumari


	Rameshwaram to Kanyakumari — Land's End & the Tri- Sea Confluence
	The southern most drive in India takes you from the sacred island of Rameshwaram  to Kanyakumari—the very tip of the Indian sub continent, where the
	Arabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean converge in a swirling confluence of colour and current .Kanyakumari is a place of extraordinary spiritual power — the site of the Devi Kanyakumari Temple, the Vivekananda Rock Memorial and the towering Thiruvalluvar Statue—and the only place  in India where you can watch both the sunrise and the sunset over the sea.
	Morning — Departure from Rameshwaram
	Evening — Sunset at the Tri-Sea Confluence
	After breakfast,check outofyourRameshwaramhotel
	Walk to the southernmost tipofIndia — stand where three seas meet
	and feel the extraordinary energy of this sacred confluence Watch the legendary Kanyakumari sunset — the sky turns shades of  gold, orange and crimson as the sun dips into the Arabian Sea Visit the Gandhi Memorial — built at the spot where Mahatma  Gandhi's ashes were kept before immersion, designed so that
	Drive south along the coast to Kanyakumari (approx. 170 km · 3.5 hours) En route, pass through the scenic coastal town of Tiruchendur —  home to the famous Subramania Swamy Temple, one of the six  abodes of Lord Murugan
	sunlight fallson the exact spot on his birthday (October 2nd)
	Arrive Kanyakumari andcheckin toyour hotelwith sea views

	Afternoon — Vivekananda Rock & Thiruvalluvar Statue
	Takea shortferrytoVivekanandaRock Memorial—built onthe rock where Swami Vivekananda meditated in 1892 before his historic address at the Parliament of World Religions in Chicago Visit the Thiruvalluvar Statue — a 133-foot stone statue of the Tamil  poet-saint Thiruvalluvar, standing on an adjacent rock in the sea Return by ferry and visit the Kanyakumari Devi Temple — dedicated  to the virgin goddess Kanyakumari, an incarnation of Parvati


	Until We Meet Again
	Depart — Farewell, Land of Temples & Tides Kanyakumari → Chennai International Airport · Approx. 700 km · Fly or Drive
	As your Tamil Nadu journey draws to a close, you'll wake to one final morning at the southern most tip of India — perhaps catching the legendary
	Kanyakumari sunrise, where the first light of dawn touches the confluence of three seas in a blaze of gold and rose. It is a fitting farewell to a land that has stirred the soul at every turn — from the soaring gopurams of Madurai to the sacred corridors of Rameshwaram, from the Chola grandeur of Thanjavur to the French elegance of Pondicherry. Tamil Nadu does not let go easily.

	Morning — Kanyakumari Sunrise
	Your Tamil Nadu Journey — A Reflection
	Rise early for the legendary Kanyakumari sunrise — one of the most celebrated in India Watch the sun emerge from the Bay of Bengal, casting its first light  across the tri-sea confluence A final visit to the Kanyakumari Devi Temple for morning prayers — a  deeply moving farewell to God's Own South Enjoy a leisurely breakfast at your hotel
	11 days · 10 nights across the length and breadth of Tamil Nadu 2 UNESCO World Heritage Sites visited — Mahabalipuram &  Brihadeeswara Temple Ancient Pallava, Chola and Nayak dynasties brought to life Sacred pilgrimages at Rameshwaram, Madurai and Kanyakumari French colonial heritage in Pondicherry, Chola bronzes in Thanjavur The world's longest temple corridor, the world's largest bas-relief and  the world's most visited pilgrimage site

	Departure
	Check out of your hotel after breakfast Transfer to the nearest airport (Trivandrum or Madurai) for your  onward flight, or drive to Chennai for a late departure Your Epic Indian Travel representative will assist with all departure  formalities
	Thank you for travelling with Epic Indian Travel We hope Tamil Nadu has left its mark on your heart — as it has on every traveller who has walked its ancient paths

	Why Choose Epic Indian Travel?
	100% Customised
	24×7 Support
	Receive Your Itinerary
	Confirm and We Book
	Advance Deposit
	Masters of Travel
	Global Network
	Customise to Your Needs
	Send Us an Email
	We Share the Costs
	Balance Payment


